TOWN OF MANY

August 20, 2019
Regular Session
Public Hearing was held at 5:15, August 20, 2019 prior to the Regular Council Session for the purpose of public comments on Resolution #9 of 2019, Adopt Tax Millage Rate for 2019 Taxes, 5.65 mills; and on Ordinance #16 of 2019, add additional contempt of court charge of $200.00 to unpaid traffic tickets.  With no comments from the public, hearing was closed with a motion by Corley; seconded by Jackson.   Vote unanimous.
The Mayor and Aldermen of the Town of Many met in regular session, Tuesday, August 20, 2019, at 5:16 p.m. at Town Hall.  Present were Mayor Ken Freeman, Mayor Pro-Tem James Kennedy, Council Members Gay Corley, Bobbie Jackson and Mary Brocato.  Absent was Anita Darwin. Also present were Town Clerk Amie Brown, Chief of Police Roger Freeman, Officer Carla Nicks, Grant Writer Jane Hardwick, Payroll Clerk/HR Manager Karla Williams, Water Superintendent Joshua Darden and Street Supervisor Michael Moore. 
 
Mayor Freeman called the meeting to order.  Prayer was offered by Gay Corley, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Freeman.
Minutes:  Minutes for July 16, 2019 Regular session meeting was approved as written with a motion by Corley; seconded by Brocato.  Vote unanimous.  Minutes for July 24, 2019 Special session meeting was approved as written with a motion by Corley; seconded by Kennedy.  Vote unanimous.  Minutes for August 14, 2019 Special session meeting was approved as written with a motion by Corley; seconded by Kennedy.  Vote unanimous.  
Amend Agenda:  Motion to amend the agenda to add the approval of an alcohol permit application for Martone’s was made by Brocato; seconded by Corley.  Vote unanimous.  
Gay Corley requested to add discussion about mosquito spraying and James Kennedy requested to add discussion of items he learned about at the LMA convention. 
Open to Public Comments relating to items on agenda: None
Guest(s):   Rodney Schamerhorn – Candidate for State Representative District 24 
Old Business:  
1.   Adopt Ordinance #16 of 2019 – Add additional contempt of court charge of $200.00 to unpaid traffic tickets: Passed with a motion by Corley; seconded by Jackson. Vote Unanimous. 
2.
 Renew Theater Contract for Mary Bozeman - 7/1/2019 – 6/30/2020:  Alderwoman Brocato asked for the name to be changed from Sabine Theater to Many Community Center.  Mayor Freeman asked that this be tabled to allow Mrs. Brocato could look over the contract. 
3.
Amendment: Discussion on items learned about at the LMA convention:  If in need of a piece of equipment we do not have to go through a local dealer we can go through LaMats and tell them specifically what we want.   There is a new law that passed on sexual harassment that if someone wanted to sue they would have to come before the Mayor and let him know; and employees need to watch how they talk to each other on company time. He spoke to the labor board and verified that city employees can talk to the city council members.  We need to appreciate our water treatment plant employees because if they go to work somewhere else we couldn’t afford to hire a contractor to do the work. Found out that other municipalities are getting college students to help write grants and found out to get money to finance our water infrastructure to get in contact with Tony Matlock. 
New Business:  
1.  Resolution #9 of 2019 - Adopt the millage rate for 2019 Tax Year – 5.65 mills:  Motion was made by Brocato to not roll forward; seconded by Jackson. Vote Unanimous. 
2.
 Resolution #10 of 2019 – LCDBG Grant for FY 2019 – Sewer Improvements:  Passed   


 with a motion by Brocato; seconded by Jackson. Vote Unanimous. 
3.   Resolution #11 of 2019 – To make Application to the State Bond Commission for consent and approval of the issuance of $146,000 of Limited Tax Bonds:  Passed with a motion by Kennedy; seconded by Brocato. Vote Unanimous. 
4.    Introduce Ordinance #17 of 2019 – Clerk’s Salary:  Passed with a motion by Kennedy; seconded by Brocato. Vote Unanimous. 
5.  Introduce Ordinance #18 of 2019 – Any Ticket in the Jurisdiction of City Court should be sent to Mayor’s Court and not District Court:  Passed with a motion by Corley; seconded by Brocato. Vote Unanimous. 
6.   Introduce Ordinance #19 of 2019 – Incurring of debt and issuance of $146,000 of Limited Tax Bonds:  Passed with a motion by Brocato; seconded by Kennedy. Vote Unanimous. 
7.   Hire Payne, Moore & Herrington as auditors for the 2018-2019 fiscal year audit:  Passed with a motion by Corley; seconded by Kennedy. Vote Unanimous. 
8.    Vote to open savings account in the Utility Fund for equipment ($43,000 per year):  Passed with a motion by Kennedy; seconded by Corley. Vote Unanimous. 
9.  Vote to change employment application to add “3 references not living with or related to you”: Passed with a motion by Corley; seconded by Jackson. Vote Unanimous. 
10. Issue permit to Eylda Thaxton and Sabine Parish Fair and Rodeo for parade on Saturday, September 21st – Lineup at 2:00 and Parade at 3:00 – Same route as Christmas parade – Fair will be held 9/22-9/28:  Passed with a motion by Corley; seconded by Kennedy. Vote Unanimous. 
11.  Reports: Council was presented with the Profit & Loss Performance Budget for July 

2019; the Payables Log for July 2019 with evidence of invoices paid; balanced & reconciled Bank Statements for July 2019; Overtime report through July 2019; Verification of Federal & Louisiana Taxes paid for July 2019; and Verification of Insurance paid for July 2019.   All reports were accepted as written with a motion by Jackson and seconded by Corley.   Vote unanimous. 
 12.  Chief’s Report with update on warrants and theft of utilities:  Police Chief Freeman provided a report to the Council on activity for the last 30 days for Many Police Department.  Officer Carla Nicks provided the council with an updated warrant list. 

a. Chief’s Recommendation to hire full-time patrol officer Robert Hicks at $14.00 per hour: Passed with a motion to accept by Kennedy; seconded by Brocato. Vote Unanimous.  


13.  Sales Tax Report–Increase of 17.54% over June 2018:  Alderwoman Corley reported. Next meeting will be September 19th and will be interviewing to replace the Deputy Administrator. 
14.  Tourism Report:  Alderwoman Jackson reported the occupancy tax was higher in May and second highest in June compared to the same months in prior years; 138,398 people visited the website; currently running several ads on the internet and in magazines;  the Administrative Assistant/Communication Specialist position was filled by Arin Barnhill; will be attending the Lt. Governor’s Tourism Summit; Events listed for August are the No Man’s Land Free For All Tournament, Mary Poppins at the Movies in Many and Music on the Square at the Historic Fisher Opera House; Bassmaster Best Bass Lakes; Toledo Bend ranked #4 in Central Division which is the same as 2018.
15.
Cultural and Historical District Report:  Alderwoman Brocato gave a report on entering into a partnership agreement with NSU to assist us with the No Man’s Land exhibit; Betty Miller and David Carnline are in charge of the train room display and will be getting a price on building the platform which will represent Many, Zwolle, Florien and Fisher in the scenery; Happy Hours classes have resumed at the Depot Art Guild; Music shows and Movies will continue from now through December at Many Community Center, there will be a 30th anniversary reception of Steel Magnolias including an armadillo cake and door prizes and there will be a special Halloween party on Halloween night; Book Nooks remain very popular; Lt. Governor Nungesser is assisting in trying to obtain items from the archives of the La. State Museum.  
16.
Airport: Mayor Freeman gave a report that he met with the engineers and things are moving along with the master plan which should be complete in 3-4 years and reported that we are the best run airport for a town our size for 5 years in a row.  
17.  Zoning:  Jamey Johnson-Delta Car Wash-530 Hwy. 171 Bypass-Re-Zone from I-2 to B-3 District:  The Zoning Administrator Amie Brown reported that the Zoning Commission recommended to approve the application.  Motion to accept recommendation was made by Corley; seconded by Jackson. Vote Unanimous. 

18. Grant Report:  A report was given by Grant Writer Jane Hardwick
19. Street:  Street Supervisor Michael Moore gave a report that they moved the flag pole from Florien and installed it at the Depot; mowing at the airport and ball fields; sidearming and picking up limbs around town; doing a lot of spraying; and mowing the state highways.  Alderwoman Brocato reported that the flag pole was given to us by MidSouth Bank, the flag was donated by Crittenden’s Garage and the electrical wiring for the lighting is being donated by Hurd Electrical. 
20. Animal Control:  Animal Control Officer Bobby Hughes did not attend the meeting
21. Water: Water Superintendent Joshua Darden reported that they will be doing work around the well sites and are currently reading meters.  Mayor Freeman reported they have been doing repairs and upgrades at the water and sewer plant that will cost around $279,000.00 but was budgeted and they are working diligently to have this completed by October while the weather permits.  Mayor Freeman reminded the council that the budget will show a negative for a couple months until the revenue catches up. 
22. Amendment: Approval of an alcohol permit application for Martone’s:  The police department done all of the background and field work and provided that information to the council making recommendation for the application to be approved.  Passed with a motion by Corley; seconded by Kennedy. Vote Unanimous. 
23. Amendment: Mosquito Spraying: Alderwoman Corley asked if we were still spraying for mosquitoes.  Mayor Freeman reported that we are but that Bobby Hughes is currently the only person certified to spray and right now he is spraying as often as he can but he will be training Mike and Josh and we will be sending Mike and Josh to class to take the class to be certified. 
Next scheduled Regular Council Meeting is on September 17, 2019 at 5:15 p.m.
Motion to adjourn meeting at 6:17 PM was made by Gay Corley and seconded by Kennedy.  Vote Unanimous.
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Kenneth Freeman, Mayor
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