TOWN OF MANY

August 14, 2019
  Special Called Session
The Mayor and Aldermen of the Town of Many met in special session, Wednesday, August 14, 2019 at 12:00 Noon at Town Hall.  Present were Mayor Ken Freeman, Mayor Pro-Tem James Kennedy, Council Members Gay Corley, Bobbie Jackson, Anita Darwin and Mary Brocato.  Also present were Town Clerk Amie Brown and Officer Carla Nicks.
Mayor Ken Freeman called the meeting to order. Prayer was offered by Bobbie Jackson, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Freeman.
Open for Public Comment relating to any item on agenda which requires council vote: None

The purpose of the meeting:      
1.  Discussion on Garbage Pick-up Service:  An update on information from the banks, Foley & Judell, employees, truck and Waste Connections was provided by Town Clerk Amie Brown.  Mayor Freeman stated that it was brought to his attention that the landfill may start charging $35.00 per ton.  If this charge is incurred we would still be able to lower customers’ bills by $4.17 per month.  Mayor Freeman asked for approval to move forward with going into the garbage collection business.  Alderman Kennedy suggested hiring a mechanic.  Mayor Freeman asked the Town Clerk to provide him with the amount spent on maintenance.  Motion to approve was made by Brocato; seconded by Darwin.  Passed  Unanimously. 
2.  Discussion on Police Dept. sending traffic tickets to District:  A spreadsheet was provided to the council and Mayor for tickets written in June, July and the first week in August showing how many tickets were sent to city court and how many were sent to district court and the amount that we would have collected for those tickets which were a total of $8,475.00 which is a loss in revenue for the police department.  It also showed a period of ten days that no tickets at all were written.  Mayor Freeman stated that he spoke to Chief Freeman about this and Chief Freeman stated that he took responsibility for this and he told the officers to patrol the neighborhoods and only write tickets that were in the jurisdiction of district court.  It was also noted that the majority of the tickets sent to district were issued by Officer Cook and new-hire Officer Hay which was being trained by Officer Cook.  Alderwoman Brocato asked Officer Nicks if there was a reason given to send tickets to district court.  Officer Nicks said when the juveniles were breaking into vehicles Chief Freeman told the officers to patrol the neighborhoods and only write tickets worthy of going to district and he thought he made himself clear to the officers that once the juveniles were caught to start sending the tickets back to municipal court.  Alderman Kennedy stated that Officer Cook is trying to hurt them by not voting on his promotion and he hopes Chief Freeman realizes he has a problem on his hands with Officer Cook and that they need to spread the word around that they do not want Officer Cook as Police Chief if he runs.  Alderwoman Brocato requested a weekly report of tickets issued and if they were directed to municipal or district court to which Officer Nicks said yes. Mayor Freeman reminded the council they have control of the budget. Alderwoman Brocato asked could their budget be reduced by the $8,475.00 to which Mayor Freeman said yes you can amend the budget.  Alderman Kennedy stated that we have enough animosity and need to work with Chief Freeman and he asked Officer Nicks to pass the word along to Chief Freeman that he needed to get rid of Officer Cook. 
3.  Chief’s Recommendation to hire part-time patrol officer Jesse Branam at $13.50 per hour with an effective date of August 14, 2019:  Motion to approve was made by Brocato; seconded by Jackson.  Passed  Unanimously. 

Next scheduled Regular Council Meeting on Tuesday, August 20, 2019.
Motion to adjourn meeting was made at 12:40 P.M. by James Kennedy and seconded by Bobbie Jackson. Vote unanimous.
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Kenneth Freeman, Mayor 
_____________________________________________
Amie Brown, Town Clerk
