TOWN OF MANY

July 16, 2019
Regular Session
The Mayor and Aldermen of the Town of Many met in regular session, Tuesday, July 16, 2019, at 5:15 p.m. at Town Hall.  Present were Mayor Ken Freeman, Mayor Pro-Tem James Kennedy, Council Members Bobbie Jackson and Mary Brocato.  Absent were Gay Corley and Anita Darwin. Also present were Town Clerk Amie Brown, Chief of Police Roger Freeman, Officer Carla Nicks, Grant Writer Jane Hardwick, Payroll Clerk/HR Manager Karla Williams, Mayor’s Assistant Sandra Neel, Jonathan McCullough representing the Water Dept., Street Supervisor Michael Moore and Dean Crittenden. 
 
Mayor Freeman called the meeting to order.  Prayer was offered by Anita Darwin, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Freeman.
Minutes:  Minutes for June 18, 2019 Regular session meeting was approved as written with a motion by Brocato; seconded by Jackson.  Vote unanimous.  Minutes for June 20, 2019 Special session meeting was approved as written with a motion by Kennedy; seconded by Brocato.  Vote unanimous.  Minutes for June 27, 2019 Special session meeting was approved as written with a motion by Brocato; seconded by Jackson.  Vote unanimous.  Minutes for July 3, 2019 Special session meeting was approved as written with a motion by Kennedy; seconded by Brocato.  Vote unanimous.  Minutes for July 9, 2019 Special session meeting was approved as written with a motion by Jackson; seconded by Kennedy.  Vote unanimous.  
Amend Agenda:  Introduce Ordinance #16 of 2019 – To add an additional contempt of court charge of $200.00 for Mayor’s court on unpaid traffic tickets; and Alderman Kennedy requested to add a raise for the Town Clerk
Open to Public Comments relating to items on agenda: None
Guest(s):   John Barr from Senator Kennedy’s Office
Old Business:  
1.  Update on Website: Council was provided with a picture of what the website home screen looks like thus far.  Mayor Freeman reported that the company is working diligently on it and we are getting more pictures to send to them to post on the website. 
2.
 Update on Garbage Pickup:  Mayor Freeman reported that we are currently taking applications to hire two employees to man the garbage truck.  Council was provided with a spreadsheet showing that if we went back into the garbage pickup business we will be able to reduce the customer’s bills by $7.00 after putting in a $3.00 contingency that will pay for a new truck after a certain period of time.  We are looking at buying a new truck which is around $130,000.00 and a used truck which is around $50,000.00 and we are getting bids on those now.  The contract with Waste Connections ends in two weeks but they have agreed to continue to collect until we can get the garbage collection in place at the new rate which will increase $4.00 per household but we think we can absorb that with our budget for at least a month until we can get set up. Alderwoman Brocato asked what happens if one of the employees gets sick or can’t come in and Mayor Freeman said we have other staff that will fill in.  Mayor Freeman added that one of those employees will have to have a CDL license which will be the driver and the helper will not be required to have a CDL but we are asking that they go ahead and get a CDL license in case the driver is out. 
New Business:  
1. Appoint Amie Brown as Town Clerk, Ex-Officio Tax Collector and Zoning Administrator:  Passed with a motion by Kennedy; seconded by Jackson. Vote Unanimous. 
2.
Appoint James Kennedy as Mayor Pro Tem:  Passed with a motion by Brocato; seconded by Jackson. Vote Unanimous. 
3. Appoint employee complaint committee – Ken Freeman, Anita Darwin, Bobbie Jackson & Roger Freeman:  Passed with a motion by Kennedy; seconded by Brocato. Vote Unanimous. 
4. Appoint Airport Board: Kenneth Ammons, Brian Tannehill, Dianne Andries, Al Drewitt, Rick McCurdy, Don Burkett, Tommy Lee:  Passed with a motion by Kennedy; seconded by Jackson. Vote Unanimous. 
5.  Appoint Bobbie Jackson to serve on Tourism Board:  Passed with a motion by Kennedy; seconded by Brocato. Vote Unanimous. 
6.  Appoint Gay Corley to serve on Sales Tax Commission Board:  Passed with a motion by Jackson; seconded by Kennedy. Vote Unanimous. 
7.  Appoint Billy Pickett as Town Attorney:  Passed with a motion by Jackson; seconded by Brocato. Vote Unanimous. 
8.  Appoint Eugene Fremaux as Town CPA:  Passed with a motion by Brocato; seconded by Jackson. Vote Unanimous. 
9.  Appoint James Kennedy to the Fire Board:  Passed with a motion by Jackson; seconded by Brocato. Vote Unanimous. 
10. Theater Contract: Mary Bozeman -  7/1/2019 – 6/30/2020:  Tabled by Mayor         


 Freeman until we verify that Ms. Bozeman still wants to renew.
11. Vote on Generator Preventative Maintenance Agreement with Arcco Systems -   

  
 $5,508.00 (Does not include parts or labor to install parts):  Passed with a motion to  


 accept by Kennedy; seconded by Brocato. Vote Unanimous. 
12. Approve applying for grant for Community Garden through United Way:  Passed   


 with a motion by Brocato; seconded by Jackson. Vote Unanimous. 
  13. List of permits issued for the second quarter of 2019:  A list of permits issued by the Sabine Parish Building Inspector’s Office was provided to each council member.
  14. Reports: Council was presented with the Profit & Loss Performance Budget for June 

2019; the Payables Log for June 2019 with evidence of invoices paid; balanced & reconciled Bank Statements for June 2019; Overtime report through June 2019; Verification of Federal & Louisiana Taxes paid for June 2019; and Verification of Insurance paid for June 2019.   All reports were accepted as written with a motion by Jackson and seconded by Kennedy.   Vote unanimous. 
 15. Chief’s Report with update on warrants and theft of utilities:  Police Chief Freeman provided a report to the Council on activity for the last 30 days for Many Police Department.  Officer Carla Nicks provided the council with an updated warrant list. 

a. Chief’s Recommendation to hire full-time patrol officer Calvin Hay with an 

     effective date of July 17, 2019: Passed with a motion to accept by Kennedy; seconded by Jackson. Vote Unanimous.  


16.  Sales Tax Report – Increase of 9.98% over May 2018:  Alderwoman Corley was absent but she provided the council with an update.  Mayor Freeman reported.
17. Tourism Report:  Alderwoman Jackson reported there was no meeting this month. 
18.
Cultural and Historical District Report:  Mary Brocato gave a report on movies and music that will be playing at the Community Center; the Tennessee Mafia Jug Band Concert was very successful; there will be a Mardi Gras concert in March with Choupique; everything at the Depot Museum is finished; she met with a lady a couple weeks ago that will be lending a quite a few items including the pistol that was apparently used to kill the notorious outlaw John Wesley Hardin; she will be going to Alexandria next week to pick up a statue of John Wesley Hardin; Lt. Governor Nungesser is helping to get the Louisiana State Museum to give us some things; Betty Miller and David Carnline are working on the train room and model displays; would like this Fall to publicize that people can bring things to City Hall on a Saturday. 
19.
 Airport:  Mayor Freeman gave a report that things are moving well out there; we received another $900,000.00 from the FAA; our airport has been recognized as the best run airport for a town our size for five years in a row; we hope in the next three years to have the runway finished so that jet planes can land and when that is ready we can talk to aviation businesses that like to build or locate on airport property; the money spent out there is not coming out of our budget, 80% comes from FAA and 10% from the state and the monies they are spending are tax revenues that are generated from aviation fuel; the airport will play a vital role in economic development in Sabine Parish and the surrounding area whether it be in tourism of Toledo Bend or in industrial development.  Alderwoman Brocato asked Mr. Barr with Senator Kennedy’s office to research that for us to which Mayor Freeman said he would send a letter making that request. 
20. Zoning: Teresa Hudson–955 Sycamore St.–Placement of used mobile home–Recommendation to deny:  Motion to accept recommendation by Brocato; seconded by Jackson. Vote Unanimous. 
Cade Dillard–1104 W. Alabama-Placement of 50x90x16 metal shop–Recommendation to approve:  Motion to accept recommendation by Brocato; seconded by Jackson. Vote Unanimous.
21. Grant Report:  A report was given by Grant Writer Jane Hardwick
22. Street:  Street Supervisor Michael Moore gave a report that they have been installing culverts, the parking lot has been fixed behind Burger King and Chevron, been mowing at the airport and getting quotes to overlay streets.  Mayor Freeman said he was impressed with the meeting they had with Apeck Construction about the overlaying. 
23. Animal Control:  Animal Control Officer Bobby Hughes did not attend the meeting
24. Water:  Water Superintendent Joshua Darden was out.  Mayor Freeman reported that water leaks are being fixed out on Texas Highway and been reading meters. Mayor Freeman stated that we budgeted almost $200,000.00 in repairs at the water plant and told Alderman Kennedy the list of problems he provided him with that most have already been budgeted.
25. Amendment: Introduce Ordinance #16 of 2019 – To add an additional contempt of court charge of $200.00 for Mayor’s court on unpaid traffic tickets:  Passed with a motion to accept by Kennedy; seconded by Brocato. Vote Unanimous. 
26. Amendment: Raise for Town Clerk: Alderman Kennedy stated that it is not in the budget for the Clerk to receive a raise and he thinks she deserves it.  Alderman Kennedy suggested a raise of $2.00 to increase the salary of the Clerk to $22.00 per hour.  Passed with a motion to accept by Kennedy; seconded by Brocato. Vote Unanimous.

Next scheduled Regular Council Meeting is on August 20, 2019 at 5:15 p.m.
Motion to adjourn meeting at 5:57 PM was made by Mary Brocato and seconded by Jackson.  Vote Unanimous.

______________________________________________








Kenneth Freeman, Mayor

____________________________________________
Amie Brown, Town Clerk
