TOWN OF MANY

July 9, 2019
  Special Called Session
The Mayor and Aldermen of the Town of Many met in special session, Tuesday, July 9, 2019 at 5:00 P.M. at Town Hall.  Present were Mayor Ken Freeman, Mayor Pro-Tem James Kennedy, Council Members Gay Corley, Bobbie Jackson, Anita Darwin and Mary Brocato.  Also present were Town Clerk Amie Brown, Payroll Clerk/HR Manager Karla Williams, Police Chief Roger Freeman, Asst. Chief of Police DeWayne Brumley, Officer Carla Nicks, Officer Stanley Cook, Officer Benjamin Shaw, Town Attorney Billy Pickett, Robert Gentry (Observations), Shannon Hall (All Things Sabine), Daniel Jones (The Sabine Index) and Wilma Brumley.
Mayor Ken Freeman called the meeting to order. Prayer was offered by Gay Corley, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Freeman.
Open for Public Comment relating to any item on agenda which requires council vote: DeWayne Brumley addressed questions directly to Alderwoman Brocato and Alderwoman Jackson on the actions that took place after the council meeting held on June 27, 2019. Mr. Brumley then asked Alderman Kennedy did he recommend Chief Freeman to fire him.  Mayor Freeman answered by saying that at some point we all have made that suggestion because of complaints that have been received. Alderman Kennedy stated that he recommended to the Chief that he needed to tell him (Brumley) to go out and help patrol and if he would not do it then get rid of him. Mr. Brumley said he offered to work the night shift. Mr. Brumley then asked Mayor Freeman did he say that he wasn’t welcome in his court room and Mayor Freeman agreed that he did due to Mr. Brumley’s temper and attitude. Mr. Brumley went on to say that the problem is with the Chief to which Mayor Freeman replied that is why it will be on the November ballot for the people to vote if they want an elected or appointed Chief of Police.  Mr. Brumley then referred a question to Alderwoman Corley if she still resides on Ponder Street to which she provided him with documentation concurring that she indeed does. Mayor Freeman asked Chief Freeman did he or anyone at the table ask him to call this meeting and Chief Freeman said “no”.  Mayor Freeman then asked Chief Freeman did he or anyone at the table talk to him about this issue to influence him one way or the other and Chief Freeman said “no”. Mr. Brumley said he was fine with that. Chief Freeman told Mr. Brumley that he took up for him over and over and over. Mr. Brumley then asked Chief Freeman was he going to work for the Sherriff’s Office and Chief Freeman said he hasn’t made up his mind yet but if he does it would be a part-time position and he would continue to work full-time as the Chief of Police for the Town. Mr. Brumley asked for a copy of the recommendation of his termination from Chief Freeman to which he was given a copy. Alderwoman Brocato asked Chief Freeman was he aware that Mr. Brumley and Officer Cook were taping him and Chief Freeman said “no”. Alderman Kennedy asked Officer Cook why they were recording everything that was talked about with Chief Freeman.  Officer Cook replied that he had never taped anything before or after that one taping and it was upon the direction of Mr. Brumley. Alderman Kennedy asked what the purpose was of recording the Chief to which Mr. Brumley replied “you can’t believe anything that comes out of his mouth”. Mayor Freeman asked the Chief was this his recommendation to terminate Assistant Chief DeWayne Brumley for conduct unbecoming a police officer and Chief Freeman concurred that it was. 
The purpose of the meeting:      
1.  Chief’s Recommendation to terminate employee:  Motion was made by Kennedy to approve recommendation; seconded by Brocato.  Passed by Unanimous vote of Kennedy, Darwin and Corley.  Brocato and Jackson abstained.  
Alderwoman Brocato told Mr. Brumley that she does forgive him and does not bear him any ill-will or animosity and has no hard feelings towards him and hopes that this can be put behind them to which Mr. Brumley said he accepted her forgiveness but it still does not deny what she has done. 

Mayor Freeman added that if we continue to not be able to work together we have been in contact with a mediator if it comes to that. 
Next scheduled Regular Council Meeting on Tuesday, July 16, 2019.
Motion to adjourn meeting was made by Mary Brocato and seconded by Bobbie Jackson. Vote unanimous.
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Kenneth Freeman, Mayor 
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Amie Brown, Town Clerk
