TOWN OF MANY

March 19, 2019
Regular Session
The Mayor and Aldermen of the Town of Many met in regular session, Tuesday, March 19, 2019, at 5:15 p.m. at Town Hall.  Present were Mayor Ken Freeman, Mayor Pro-Tem James Kennedy, Council Members Gay Corley, Bobbie Jackson and Mary Brocato.  Absent was Council Member Anita Darwin.  Also present were Town Clerk Amie Brown, Police Chief Roger Freeman, Sergeant Stanley Cook, Officer Carla Nicks, Water Superintendent Joshua Darden, Street Supervisor Mike Moore, Grant Writer Jane Hardwick and Payroll Clerk Karla Williams.
 
Mayor Freeman called the meeting to order.  Prayer was offered by Mary Brocato, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Freeman.
Minutes:  Minutes for February 19, 2019 Regular session meeting was approved as written with a motion by Corley; seconded by Jackson.  Vote unanimous.  
Amend Agenda:  Gay Corley requested to add a continuing education training session being offered by the attorney general’s office in June or July at Griffin’s Lodge as #18 under new business; James Kennedy requested to add sexual harassment to our policy as number #19 under new business.  Passed unanimously with a motion by Brocato; seconded by Kennedy. 
Open to Public Comments relating to items on agenda: None
Guest(s):   None
Old Business:  
1.  Renewal of garbage contract – Expires on 5/31/19:  Mayor Freeman asked the council to revisit this item again since he was not at the council meeting last month.  Mayor Freeman said he was not comfortable with moving forward with the renewal as it is a 5 year contract and he suggested we put the garbage service out for bid instead.  Motion was made to put the garbage service out for bid by Mary Brocato; seconded by James Kennedy.  Vote Unanimous.  James Kennedy suggested we buy our own truck and hire two employees.  After much discussion, Mayor Freeman suggested to rescind the motion from last month’s council meeting to approve the renewal with Waste Connections, research the cost of getting back into the garbage business with at least two trucks and to send a letter to Waste Connections stating that we will be putting the service out for bid in order to reply to their contract by the deadline.  Motion was made by Corley; seconded by Brocato.  Vote Unanimous. 
New Business:  
1.  Trash Bash – Get off Your Fanny and Clean Up Many Spring Cleaning – Saturday,           March 23rd 8am-12pm:  Mayor Freeman asked the council members to get with the people in their districts to pick up trash; garbage bags and vests will be provided; city crews will be going around town picking up the bags left by the road.  Council members agreed to pay city employees overtime to work the clean up.  Mrs. Brocato asked for a clean up letter to be mailed to 350 Martin Luther King Drive. 
2.
Vote to approve settling for $5,400.00 on the suit filed against Larrett Energy: Passed with a motion to accept by Kennedy; seconded by Jackson. Vote Unanimous. 

3.  Vote on new Procedure for sewer leaks:  Mayor Freeman explained that we have notified customers in the past and they have failed to fix the leak and the sewer continues to run on the ground and due to this being a health hazard to citizens we needed to tighten our current ordinance with this procedure.  Passed with a motion by Kennedy; seconded by Jackson. Vote Unanimous.
4.    Discussion on website design:  Mayor Freeman explained that we received an estimate from Municode for $4,600.00 to set up the website, plus $1,800.00/annually for support and maintenance.   Mrs. Corley said she had talked to some local people in the past and no one seemed to be interested in doing it.  Mrs. Brocato asked about SatCom and Mayor Freeman said that we have used them in the past.  Mrs. Brocato said she would be interested in seeing some of the websites that this company has designed and maintained.  Mayor Freeman suggested that maybe the trade school or college has someone that could do this.   The council members stated that they are interested in having a website.  Mayor Freeman asked that everyone check into this and keep doing research.  
5.  Discussion on codifying ordinances:  Mayor Freeman explained that it has been years since we had our ordinances codified and at one point we thought that it would cost about $30,000.00 to have it done again but we received a quote from Municode for $6,000.00 and we can put it in our budget and proceed.  Motion was made to proceed with codifying our ordinances by Corley; seconded by Jackson. Vote Unanimous. 
6.   Discussion on Employer Resource Group – Voluntary Insurance Benefits:  Payroll and HR Clerk Karla Williams explained that a representative from Employer Resource Group has offered to review our insurance benefits and if we use their services the employees will have access to submit requests for leave and make changes to their coverage through Employee Navigator at no additional charge.  Motion was made to have this company come in and assist us by Corley; seconded by Kennedy. Vote Unanimous. 
  7.  Reports: Council was presented with the Profit & Loss Performance Budget for February 2019; the Payables Log for February 2019 with evidence of invoices paid; balanced & reconciled Bank Statements for February 2019; Overtime report through February 2019; Verification of Federal & Louisiana Taxes paid for February 2019; and Verification of Insurance paid for February 2019.   All reports were accepted as written with a motion by Corley and seconded by Kennedy.   Vote unanimous. 
8.    Chief’s Report:  Police Chief Freeman presented a report to the Council on activity for the last 30 days for Many Police Department; asked for council approval to hire another officer whose application was placed in the council’s boxes for review due to new hire Perry Shaw that was voted on last month calling and stating that he could not afford to make the move here so he will not be coming to work.  Mayor Freeman asked the council to review the new application and report back to the Town Clerk Amie Brown and she will do a phone poll on Thursday and if agreeable he will let Chief Freeman know to hire the officer then the official vote will be made at next month’s council meeting; will be sending an officer to Academy for training on August 2nd.  Mayor Freeman asked for the update on the warrants.  Officer Nicks provided Mayor Freeman with a list of outstanding warrants and Sergeant Cook  stated that he will get all information on the warrants that have been served updated.   Mayor Freeman asked Chief Freeman if he could research a debt collection company to help collect on outstanding tickets and Chief Freeman said he will check on it.  Mayor Freeman asked Town Clerk Amie Brown to contact the LMA and see if they have someone to recommend.  Mrs. Brown stated that she talked to a company named AMS when she was at the Clerk’s Institute in October and she has the business card; Mayor Freeman asked Mrs. Brown to provide the number to him the next morning and he will give them a call.  Chief Freeman stated that on the theft of utilities cases he needs the addresses and proof of theft; Town Clerk Amie Brown stated that Detective Cutrer updated to her that he had investigated the case on Winnie Drive and the case on Sabine High Street.  Chief Freeman stated that Detective Cutrer had been out of the office and when he gets the information he will get them charged with theft.  Chief Freeman said he will be posting warrants on the Police Department’s Facebook page every three months.  Alderwoman Brocato asked about peddler’s licenses for the people that are selling pets or shrimp or anything else on the weekends and stated that she has approached them herself and asked them if they had a peddler’s license and they tell her they don’t know anything about it and that Tractor Supply told them they could set up and sell.  She asked that we let Tractor Supply and Walmart know that anyone selling on their property needs a peddler’s license.  Officer Nicks stated that someone is on staff 24 hours a day and the office is not open but you will have to contact the Sheriff’s Department and they will dispatch someone out to run them off.       

9.    Sales Tax Report:  Gay Corley reported a decrease of <.19%> over February 2018; Dairy Queen will be opening back up and the owner will be meeting with the Sales & Use Tax Office on Thursday about their penalties and interest due; the new gas and oil refinery plant being built north of town is bringing in a lot of sales and use tax money. 
10. Tourism Report:  Bobbie Jackson presented the board with a report which included report of a 14 pounder being caught on Toledo Bend by Sean Kennon from DeQuincy; Bass Champs Tournament winner weighed in five fish for 33 lbs. and Texas Couples Tournament weighed in 28 lbs.; Bass Haven and Pirates Cove both have new owners; Big Bass did not sale; the Bassmaster Classic Show will be held March 14th-17th in Knoxville, TN and they will have a representative there from the Louisiana Office of Tourism;  and the Lafayette RV Show will be March 29th-31st and they will have a representative from the Tourism office working there with the Louisiana campground association. 
11.
Cultural and Historical District Report:  Mary Brocato gave a report and stated they are working on three different projects; one is the Book Nooks stating they are completed and that Nancy Richard will be moving and Carolyn Gandy will take her place of supervision of the book nooks; audio books have been added to the book nooks; book nooks were offered to the Sheriff’s Department and Sabine Council on Aging but they both have in-house libraries so they would not be useful; the book nook at Lou’s Candles will be moved to a more desirable location; the Many Community Center will have a 

special Easter movie and the annual Easter party on Easter weekend and hoping the Easter bunny will be there; Movies in Many needs volunteers to come work; this Saturday 

night the musical production will be Michael Wagley Presents; the next movie showing will be Rooster Cogburn; there are many music groups contacting us because they want to play at the old Sabine Theater; starting with the second half of the year movies will be scheduled on the second and fourth Saturdays and music shows on the first and third Saturdays, this will ensure that we no longer compete with the Willie Stewart “Picking and Strumming” music events in Fisher on the fourth Saturday of each month; Brandy Roberts will be making his third appearance with us on April 13th; in May there will be two shows; for the first time ever a french cajun band Choupique from deep South Louisiana and for the first time ever we are having our first patriotic show with Willie Stewart and his family for the God Bless America show to honor our veterans and both shows will be free to the public  due to a grant that was received from the Shreveport Regional Arts Council;  in September the Northwestern State University String ensemble will perform; the third project is Save A Building/Build a Museum and the grant writer is searching every day for grants and working with Senator Long and the Lieutenant Governor; painting on the building should be done by the end of this week or the beginning of next week; working closely with Rebecca Blankenreader, head of Cane River Heritage for the No Man’s Land Exhibits; Betty Miller and David Carnline are working on the train room exhibits; and hoping to have some kind of grand opening by the end of the Summer. Mrs. Corley added that she has been searching for donations for the train room and has them in storage. 

Mayor Freeman had to leave the meeting at this time due to another meeting appointment and turned the remainder of this meeting over to Mayor Pro-Tem James Kennedy. 

12.
Airport:  No report
13. Zoning:  Town Clerk and Zoning Administrator, Amie Brown, reported that there was no zoning meeting in the last month.
14. Grant Report:  Grant Writer Jane Hardwick gave a detailed report to the council on the progress of grants that she has applied for which includes grants for the depot museum, playground equipment, garbage cans, fire department and community garden.
15. Street:  Street Supervisor Mike Moore reported that the street department put in 75 feet of culvert today on Day Street; culverts have been put in on Lawrence and Caledonia; just starting work on the community garden at Anne Boyens’; been planting roses and flowers; will be planting san augustine grass in front of the catholic church; been spraying at the airport; built a road for tankers to be able to turn around at the airport; putting out a lot of road base; and Cody Rush made a demonstration last week and Alderwoman Jackson was there and watched him fill three pot holes; the average cost is about $150.00 per pot hole and when they do a patch they put down a rejuvenating oil; there is a one year warranty on pot holes, the paving has a three year warranty and sealed coating on cracks has a six year warranty; Mr. Rush explained to them that we may be able to apply for a green grant; he said he can come in and fix every pot hole in six weeks for $45,000.00 or we can sign a one year contract with him for $72,000.00.  Alderwoman Corley made a motion for Cody Rush to come back to the next council meeting and present the council with details, contracts, cost and options; seconded by Brocato. Vote Unanimous.   
16. Animal Control:  Street Supervisor Mike Moore reported catching cats and killing snakes.  
17. Water:  Water Superintendent, Josh Darden, asked for council approval for employee Roger Dew to take his vacation prior to his 12 months due to prior vacation arrangements.  Passed unanimously with a motion by Brocato; seconded by Corley.  Mr. Darden stated that they are currently reading meters; he will have another theft report ready for the next council meeting and will be ordering valve parts to prevent the theft;  getting the grit chamber, contact chamber and clarifier cleaned out at the sewer plant; getting another sewer smoke test done; and still working on the generator maintenance contract. Alderwoman Corley asked if the electronic meters would prevent the theft; Mr. Darden stated that the electronic meters have an anti-theft system in them where if tampered with it sends an automatic message; Mr. Darden also stated that the electronic meters cost around $400,000.00-$500,000.00 but would save his department a lot of time in reading meters and they could get back to other things like leaks and sewer issues, and they would pay for themselves in 6-10 years, help significantly with water loss, and he’s heard that there are grants available; Mayor Pro-Tem James Kennedy asked Grant Writer Jane Hardwick to research grants for electronic meters and asked Mr. Darden to have 

someone come talk to the council at next month’s meeting.  Alderwoman Brocato stated that she has contacted both Senator Long and Representative Howard and stated that we are very discouraged that little to no funding has come to the way of Many.
18. Continuing Education Training Session being Offered by the Attorney General’s Office:  Alderwoman Corley reported that the attorney general’s office is having a continuing education training session; proposed dates are June 19th or 26th or July 10th or 17th at Griffin’s Lodge; some of the things being covered are open meetings, public records, public bid law, dual office holding and attorney general opinions; it is free training that is about four hours long; Tammy Luster at the school board needs an answer on who will be attending by Wednesday.  Mayor Freeman asked that anyone interested let Town Clerk Amie Brown know by Wednesday and she will set it up.
19.  Add Sexual Harrassment to our Policy:  Mayor Pro-Tem stated that we need to get a sexual harassment policy set up and asked Town Clerk Amie Brown contact Karen White with the LMA.  Alderwoman Corley said she talked to Karen White and she said we can go to their website and tweak their policy to fit what we need.  
Next scheduled Regular Council Meeting is on April 16, 2019 at 5:15 p.m.
Motion to adjourn meeting was made by Mary Brocato and seconded by Bobbie Jackson.  Vote Unanimous.
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Kenneth Freeman, Mayor

____________________________________________
Amie Brown, Town Clerk
