TOWN OF MANY

February 19, 2019
Regular Session
The Aldermen of the Town of Many met in regular session, Tuesday, February 19, 2019, at 5:15 p.m. at Town Hall.  Present were Mayor Pro-Tem James Kennedy, Council Members Gay Corley, Bobbie Jackson, Mary Brocato and Anita Darwin. Absent was Mayor Ken Freeman.  Also present were Town Clerk Amie Brown, Police Chief Roger Freeman, Sergeant Stanley Cook, Officers Matthew Cook and Carla Nicks, Water Superintendent Joshua Darden, Street Supervisor Mike Moore, Grant Writer Jane Hardwick, Payroll Clerk Karla Williams and Animal Control Officer Bobby Hughes.
 
Mayor Pro-Tem James Kennedy called the meeting to order.  Prayer was offered by Bobbie Jackson, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mr. Kennedy.
Minutes:  Minutes for January 15, 2019 Regular session meeting was approved as written with a motion by Corley; seconded by Jackson.  Vote unanimous.  
Amend Agenda:  James Kennedy requested to add as number #18 under new business to vote to approve to always adhere to section 504 and to remove Carolyn Ricks and add Amie Brown as the Coordinator on section 504; Passed unanimously with a motion by Jackson; seconded by Darwin.
Open to Public Comments relating to items on agenda: None
Guest(s):   Marshall Evans
Old Business:  
1.  Adopt Ordinance #1 of 2019 - Donation of vehicle from Livingston Parish Sheriff’s Office to the Many Police Department:   Passed unanimously with a motion by Corley; seconded by Jackson.

New Business:  
1.  Resolution #1 of 2019 – Municipal Water Pollution Prevention for 2017 and 2018:  Passed with a motion by Corley; seconded by Brocato.  Vote Unanimous. 
2.
Renewal of garbage contract – Expires on 5/31/19: Passed with a motion by Corley to renew contract with Waste Connections; seconded by Jackson. Vote Unanimous. 

3.  CDC Annual Membership Dues - $2,550.00: Motion was made by Corley to decline; seconded by Jackson. Vote Unanimous. 

4.   Review and Award Bid: 70hp Tractor 4WD with front end loader, 3rd valve function and 66” grapple:  All bids were thrown out and a request for new bids will be published with a motion by Corley; seconded by Jackson. Vote Unanimous. 
  5.   Reports: Council was presented with the Profit & Loss Performance Budget for January 2019; the Payables Log for January 2019 with evidence of invoices paid; balanced & reconciled Bank Statements for January 2019; Overtime report through January 2019; Verification of Federal & Louisiana Taxes paid for January 2019; and Verification of Insurance paid for January 2019.   All reports were accepted as written with a motion by Corley and seconded by Darwin.   Vote unanimous. 
6.    Chief’s Report:  Police Chief Freeman presented a report to the Council on activity for the last 30 days for Many Police Department; reported that we lost one officer that was in Academy due to personal reasons and will be looking to replace him; been collecting on bench warrants; a warrant list was posted on Facebook today and $9,500.00 was collected and they plan to post the warrant list quarterly; payment plans on tickets are no longer offered unless coming to court first and making a request to the Mayor and if granted it will only be for 30 days or 60 days.  Gay Corley suggested everyone to share the post for the warrant listing.  Mary Brocato requested a warrant list that provides more information including the date attempted to serve, officer’s name and if the attempt was successful or not and if not successful why. Sergeant Cook stated that it could be doable depending on time.  Mrs. Brocato said she would like to try it for a little while.  Chief Freeman stated they only have one officer working during the day and two officers working at night.  Mrs. Corley stated that it may be more feasible to serve the warrants at night anyway maybe on Tuesdays and Thursdays if not busy.  Chief Freeman said it is hard to serve them at night.  Mr. Kennedy asked could the Asst. Police Chief help serve warrants during the day.  Chief Freeman said he has his own job in the office to do during the day and he does help on calls when needed. Chief Freeman also stated that the amount of warrants stack up each month because of the amount of people not showing up for court plus we only have so many beds allotted for at the jail and over 60% of our charges are misdemeanor charges.  Mrs. Darwin asked if we could have their driver’s license flagged.  Chief Freeman said yes and they do send a list in to the state. 
7.    Sales Tax Report:  Gay Corley reported an increase of 11.61% over January 2018 and she has been actively out working and turning in information to the Sales & Use Tax and working close with them.

8.   Tourism Report:  Bobbie Jackson presented the board with a report which included an increase in occupancy tax; currently 79 fishing events for 2019; 5 tourist counselors in the area that will give the visitors a better view of what’s going on; 10,401 people that viewed the Christmas lights; records show 2,568 cars paid $5.00 each to drive through; the No Man’s Land event at Fort Jesup was very successful. 
9.
Airport:  Mr. Kennedy reported that an inspection was done the other week and there were a few problems but all has been taken care of. 
10. Zoning – Interstate Building Materials – Placement of a Covered Storage Shed:  Town Clerk and Zoning Administrator, Amie Brown, reported that the zoning board met and made a recommendation to approve the application.  Passed with a motion by Jackson; seconded by Brocato.  Vote Unanimous.   
11. Grant Report:  Grant Writer Jane Hardwick reported that she has applied for a grant to help build the train room at the Depot but has not heard anything yet; she received an email today that we were rejected on the Keep Louisiana Beautiful grant for garbage cans for the residents; taking an online grant writing class through Northwestern and going back to New Orleans in March for an intermediate grant writing class. Mrs. Corley suggested her to call Geri Alford in Florien because they were approved some years ago for the garbage cans.  Mrs. Hardwick said she would give Geri a call tomorrow. Mrs. Brocato asked if she had made contact with Weyerhaeuser and Mrs. Hardwick said she was unable to get in touch with anyone and needed to verify the correct name and number to call. Mr. Kennedy suggested that she call the district office in Ruston. Mrs. Brocato asked when was the Shreveport Regional Arts Council grant opening up.  Mrs. Hardwick said it would be in the Spring but not sure of the exact date. Mrs. Brocato asked if any of the grant writing classes gives any information on researching possible grants and sites to find grant writing opportunities.  Mrs. Hardwick said the class in New Orleans did. Mrs. Brocato also stated that the Louisiana Dept. of Tourism under Billy Nungesser will give a list of several pages.  Mrs. Hardwick said she received an email from them today. 
15. Street:  Street Supervisor Mike Moore reported that Lites Bros. is waiting on the weather to start overlaying streets; we are taking bids on replacing the rusted out culvert and 345’ of sidewalk on Alabama Ave.; the fence at the baseball fields have been repaired from the flooding and we are taking bids on repainting everything that’s paintable and rebuilding of the structure by the bathroom; four culverts have been replaced in the last six weeks; picked up limbs and trees from the bad weather; will be working at the airport in the next couple weeks; worked at Fort Jesup for the No Man’s Land event; planting roses and bulbs. Mrs. Brocato asked what happened to the company that was coming to demonstrate filling pot holes; Mike said the problem is the weather. Mrs. Corley asked when the meeting is set up could he contact the council members so that the ones that are available at the time could meet them and see the demonstration; Mike agreed that he would. Mrs. Darwin asked Mike could he please make sure that Henry and Esso streets get overlaid as soon as possible.  Chief Freeman stated that the city limits only goes to 120 on Henry Street and Bobby Hughes stated that the Police Jury is going to help with the overlay of Henry Street but they are also waiting on the weather. 
16. Animal Control:  Animal Control Officer Bobby Hughes stated that he has a case being brought to court for 4 cruelty to animals cases. 
17. Water:  Water Superintendent, Josh Darden, reported he has been working on getting bids for generator maintenance; getting in touch with LRWA to have another smoke test done on the sewer system; working on sewer problems and reading meters.
18.  Vote to approve to always adhere to section 504 and to remove Carolyn Ricks and add Amie Brown as the Coordinator on section 504:  Passed unanimously with a motion by Jackson; seconded by Darwin.
Next scheduled Regular Council Meeting is on March 19, 2019 at 5:15 p.m.
Motion to adjourn meeting at 6:05pm was made by Gay Corley and seconded by Anita Darwin.  Vote Unanimous.
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