TOWN OF MANY

January 15, 2019
Regular Session
The Mayor and Aldermen of the Town of Many met in regular session, Tuesday, January 15, 2019, at 5:15 p.m. at Town Hall.  Present were Mayor Ken Freeman, Mayor Pro-Tem James Kennedy, Council Members Gay Corley, Bobbie Jackson and Mary Brocato. Absent was Council Member Anita Darwin.  Also present were Town Clerk Amie Brown, Police Chief Roger Freeman, Sergeant Stanley Cook, Officer Carla Nicks, Water Superintendent Joshua Darden and Street Supervisor Mike Moore.
 
Mayor Freeman called the meeting to order.  Prayer was offered by Gay Corley, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Freeman.
Minutes:  Minutes for December 18, 2018 Regular session meeting was approved as written with a motion by Corley; seconded by James Kennedy.  Vote unanimous.  
Amend Agenda:  Gay Corley requested to add the Proposed New Layout of Water Bills as #1 under Old Business and James Kennedy requested to add the Discussion of Georgia Extension as #18 under New Business; Passed unanimously with a motion by Mary Brocato; seconded by Bobbie Jackson.
Open to Public Comments relating to items on agenda: None
Guest(s):   None
Old Business:  
1.  Proposed New Layout of Water Bills:  Mrs. Corley presented each member with a layout of the current water bill and also a layout of proposed changes to the water bill.  Mrs. Corley stated that she sat down with the auditors and discussed the changes with them and these changes are in hopes that it will be easier for customers to read.  Passed unanimously with a motion by James Kennedy; seconded by Mary Brocato.

New Business:  
1. Close “Movies in Many” check account at Bank of Montgomery: Mayor Freeman  explained that this account was opened a couple years ago to accept donations for a movie screen for the theatre.  Now that we have the movie screen we no longer need this account. Passed with a motion by Corley; seconded by Jackson. Vote Unanimous.  A motion was also made to transfer the remaining funds in that account into the General Fund checking account with a motion by Corley; seconded by Kennedy.  Vote Unanimous. 
2.
Introduce Ordinance #1 of 2019 – Donation of vehicle from Livingston Parish Sheriff’s Office to the Many Police Department: Passed with a motion by Corley; seconded by Jackson. Vote Unanimous. 

3.   Revise Water Cutoff Policy – If the cutoff day falls on a holiday the water bill will be due the following business day: Passed with a motion by Kennedy; seconded by Jackson. Vote Unanimous. 

4.   Resolution #2 of 2019 - Authorize Mayor to sign the agreement with FEMA for the Public Assistance Share Match Program related to the flood of 2016:  Passed with a motion by Brocato; seconded by Jackson. Vote Unanimous. 

5.   List of permits issued by Jim Freeland for the fourth quarter of 2018:  A list of permits issued by the Sabine Parish Building Inspector’s Office was provided to each council member.

6.   Video on “Seeing the Small Town Future”:  Mayor Freeman stated the video would be played at the end of the meeting so that we can finish all other business first.  The video was played for all those present to watch.
  7.  Reports: Council was presented with the Profit & Loss Performance Budget for December, 2018; the Payables Log for December 2018 with evidence of invoices paid; balanced & reconciled Bank Statements for December 2018; Overtime report through December 2018; Verification of Federal & Louisiana Taxes paid for December 2018; and Verification of Insurance paid for December 2018.   All reports were accepted as written with a motion by Corley and seconded by Jackson.   Vote unanimous. 
8.    Chief’s Report:  Police Chief Freeman presented a report to the Council on activity for the last 30 days for Many Police Department. Mayor Freeman asked Chief Freeman to provide a warrant report to the council members.  Motion was made by Corley; seconded by Kennedy for Chief Freeman to provide this report.  Vote Unanimous.  Sergeant Cook stated the problem is that the jail does not have many empty beds available for citizens picked up on warrants for misdemeanor charges.  Mrs. Corley suggested community service to help clean up the streets; Mr. Kennedy agreed.  Mr. Kennedy asked was there 
         enough money in the budget to hire another officer just to pick up citizens that have warrants; Mayor Freeman said no the officers we will have now can do that. 
9.   Sales Tax Report:  Gay Corley reported a decrease of <1.31%> over December, 2017; next meeting will be Thursday; Hitchin’ Post, Fred’s and Dairy Queen have closed; Sales and Use Tax Office and Board is running very proficiently and very professionally and has received no negative comments and they are getting the job done and running great.  
10. Tourism Report:  Bobbie Jackson presented the board with a report which included a 4% increase in occupancy for 2018; a 29% increase for 2018 in Google analytics; reminder about the No Man’s Land event on February 15th at Fort Jessup; and a list of all upcoming events.  The report was approved with a motion by Corley; seconded by Brocato. Vote Unanimous.
11. Christmas: Mrs. Corley stated that everything went well; she resigned as Chairman and office employees Janice Randow and Sandra Neel would be taking over. 
12.
Airport:  Mayor Freeman gave a report that the airport is moving along fine and we have been named as the outstanding best run airport for a town our size for the sixth year in a row; we are back in the federal government’s pocket and we hope to have the runway finished in the next three years so jet planes can land out there.  Mrs. Corley said she understands that Fort Polk is still interested in using our airport to land their jets here once we get it completed. 
13.  Zoning:  Town Clerk, Amie Brown, reported there was no zoning meeting this month.  
14. Grant Report:  A list of current grants was provided by grant writer Bobby Hughes.  Mayor Freeman reported that he has hired Jane Hardwick as a grant writer and she will be starting her employment with the town tomorrow and he gave her six months to produce; he will have her get with the police department to find out what their needs are.  
15. Street:  Street Supervisor Mike Moore reported that they have put in a new culvert at the intersection of Washington and Highland and have been cleaning out ditches and pulling shoulders.  Mayor Freeman stated that he will have work done to the flower beds.
16. Animal Control: Street Supervisor Mike Moore stated that he has been catching a lot of dogs. 
17. Water:  Water Superintendent, Josh Darden, reported he has been working on a generator maintenance contract, having work done on the generators, cleaning out sewer lines and working with the H.I.S. and C.E.S. contractors that are in town.  Mrs. Corley stated that we need to update our emergency preparedness program.  Mr. Kennedy added that we need to send our employees to school to learn how to work on our equipment.  The Mayor said that is fine but it is not the maintenance that is expensive it is the parts. 
18. Discussion of Georgia Extension:  Mr. Kennedy stated that he received a call in reference to Georgia Extension that most of the people over there signed petitions to not be annexed into the city limits and it was his understanding that we only annexed the Byles property not the property that Byles sold to these people. Mayor Freeman stated that we will research the annexation related to the Byles Property. 

Next scheduled Regular Council Meeting is on February 19, 2019 at 5:15 p.m.
Motion to adjourn meeting at 6:25pm was made by Gay Corley and seconded by Mary Brocato.  Vote Unanimous.
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Kenneth Freeman, Mayor
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