TOWN OF MANY

August 21, 2018
Regular Session
The Mayor and Aldermen of the Town of Many met in regular session, Tuesday, August 21, 2018, at 5:15 p.m. at Town Hall.  Present were Mayor Ken Freeman, Mayor Pro-Tem Barbara Peterson; Council Members Gay Corley, James Kennedy and Anita Darwin.  Absent was Bobbie Jackson.  Also present were Town Clerk Amie Brown, Asst. Police Chief DeWayne Brumley, Officer Carla Nicks, Street Supervisor Bobby Hughes, Water Superintendent William Cain and Eugene Fremaux, CPA.
Mayor Ken Freeman called the meeting to order.  Prayer was offered by Gay Corley, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Freeman.
Minutes:  Minutes for July 17, 2018 Regular session meeting was approved as written with a motion by Gay Corley; seconded by Anita Darwin.  Vote unanimous.  
Amend Agenda:  None
Open to Public Comments relating to items on agenda:  Three citizens attended and asked questions about the water and sewer rate increases.  Mayor Freeman stated that we have not raised water rates in two years and all expenses have increased 12% since the last rate increase and we can no longer afford to operate at a loss.  Mayor Freeman also stated that the water is tested weekly all over town and the tests come back that it is good potable water but he would have the water crew come out to their addresses and check for problems. 
Guest(s):   None
Old Business:  
1.   Adopt Ordinance #8 of 2018 – Water Rate Increase:  Passed with a motion by Kennedy; seconded by Peterson. Vote Unanimous. 

2.
Adopt Ordinance #9 of 2018 – Sewer Rate Increase: Passed with a motion by Peterson; seconded by Corley. Vote Unanimous. 

3.
Adopt Ordinance #10 of 2018 – Water Tapping:  Passed with a motion by Corley; seconded by Kennedy. Vote Unanimous. 

New Business:  
1.   Resolution #12 of 2018 – Adopt the adjusted millage rate(s) for 2018 Tax Year – 5.65 mills: Passed with a motion by Kennedy; seconded by Corley. Vote Unanimous. 
2.
Resolution #13 of 2018 – Apply for grant to Shreveport Regional Arts Council - $2,200.00 for Music in Many: Passed with a motion by Peterson; seconded by Corley. Vote Unanimous. 
3.    Parish Wide Trash Bash set for September 22, 2018:  Mayor Freeman advised council that the parish wide trash bash will be on Saturday, September 22nd from 8:00am -10:00am and asked the council to help get volunteers to clean up in their districts and the city crews will be going around with the trucks to pick up waste during the day.
4.   Hire Payne, Moore & Herrington as auditors for the 2017-2018 fiscal year audit – They plan to be here on or about October 15, 2018:  Passed with a motion by Corley; seconded by Peterson. Vote Unanimous.  
5.   Intergovernmental Agreement with Sabine Housing Authority to clean fence rows – Approve Fee Schedule:   Passed with a motion by Kennedy; seconded by Darwin. Vote Unanimous.  
  6.   Reports: Council was presented with the Profit & Loss Performance Budget for July, 2018; the Payables Log for July 2018 with evidence of invoices paid; balanced & reconciled Bank Statements for July 2018; Overtime report through July 2018; Verification of Federal & Louisiana Taxes paid for July 2018; and Verification of Insurance paid for July 2018.   All reports were accepted as written with a motion by   Corley and seconded by Peterson.   Vote unanimous. 
7.   Chief’s Report:  Police Chief Freeman presented a report to the Council on activity for the last 30 days for Many Police Department.  Asst. Police Chief Brumley stated that there was only one incident during Alumni weekend.
8.    Sales Tax Report:  Gay Corley reported a decrease of <.94%> over July, 2017 and that the Hitchin Post and Fred’s both are closing.
9.    Tourist Report:  No report 
10. Christmas:  Gay Corley presented a copy of the Christmas meeting minutes from July 24, 2018 and August 9, 2018 to the Mayor and Council and also a picture of the t-shirt that is being ordered and to let Sandra know if you want to order a shirt.  The next meetings are September 5th & 18th at Noon at City Hall.  If you have any church or school organization events they need to know by October 31st so they can get them on the calendar.
11.
Airport: Mayor Freeman announced that we are back in the Federal FAA’s pocket in November which means they will be spending money at our airport again.  The Many Airport has been recognized for the past five years as the best run airport in the state of Louisiana for a town our size; as such, the Feds and State budget money for airport improvements and for whatever reason those airports that have been awarded the money don’t spend it then they are free to give it to any airport and we have been fortunate enough to get over $1,000,000.00 this year from those airports that didn’t spend the money, but understand that not one dime of the money budgeted of the tax dollars from the city goes to the airport or from the federal money; the money being spent by the federal and state FAA is from sales tax of fuel cost sales. Starting in November they will start the construction on extending the runway and moving the street so jet planes can land out there which is essential for tourism to succeed.  
12. Zoning:  None  
13. Grant Report:  A list of current grants was provided by grant writer Ashley Garcie.  
14. Street:  Bobby Hughes reported asphalt overlays have been done.  Mayor Freeman asked each council member to give him a list of a street in their district they want fixed this year.  
15. Animal Control: Bobby Hughes gave a report and stated that approximately 30 animals were taken to the shelter this past month.  Mayor Freeman stated that the animal control ordinance would continue to be amended because as we enforce it and exercise it and use it we are finding shortfalls in it and trying to fill in those gaps as we go along.
16. Water:  Mayor Freeman reported that Joe has stepped down as Water Superintendent but will continue to do the water testing and also fill in at the water plant and that he has appointed Will Cain, the only person to apply for the position, as our new Water Superintendent.  Will has completed his level 1 certifications and will go next month to get his level 2 certifications.  Will stated they have been doing meter readings and worked on a few leaks and the water testing has been good.  Alderman Kennedy suggested that we need to check into getting electronic water meters. Mayor Freeman stated that we are looking at a $4,000,000.00 upgrade to our water system and this is included as part of the upgrade.
Alderman Kennedy added that we need to capitalize on all the traffic that is coming through the town of Many and there are advisors in the state of Louisiana that will tell us exactly what we need to do.  Mayor Freeman stated we have had Cleco come in the past and can do that again.
Next scheduled Regular Council Meeting is on September 18, 2018 at 5:15 p.m.
Motion to adjourn meeting at 6:00 p.m. was made by Gay Corley and seconded by James Kennedy.  Vote Unanimous.
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